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With increasing globalization, we have witnessed in many
countries a contraction of social boundaries and a rejection of
immigration. When considering immigrants, how do people in
their host communities decide who is “one of us,” or a socially
accepted member? On December 8, 2023, I conducted a
lecture in Japanese entitled [ B R O &% ANICE T %
V=YX —H—~ LA I N—V T HERED DI~
to attempt to answer this question.

My research identifies the criteria that host community
members use to decide which immigrants are accepted in that
society—for example, the criteria that Americans use when
judging whether to socially accept immigrants to the same
extent as American-born citizens from birth. I call these
criteria “social markers of acceptance” (“SMA”). SMA
include expectations that immigrants speak the local language,
follow specific social norms, or have a certain ethnicity. SMA
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can be achievable or largely impossible to be acquired
(because one must be born with them).

The more that host society members emphasize the
importance of SMA, the more exclusive their attitudes toward
immigrants are. This level of exclusivity/inclusivity can
change, for example, based on how threatening hosts perceive
immigrants to be, or how much they think immigrants
contribute economically or culturally to their community. I also
described my finding that over the past 30 years, Japan seems
to be growing more open to the idea of immigrants “becoming”
Japanese.

I will continue this research not only in Japan but also with
my team of collaborators in seven other countries, including
the US, Australia, Netherlands, and Singapore. I would like to
thank all who attended the lecture.

Adam Komisarof (Z I ¥ 17, 745 24)
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